
our parishes, and will 
come along in great num-
bers to the discussion 
groups which begin today. 

Thankfully, Teresa is back 
in the office this week, so if 
you have not been able to 
get through this week, try 
again on Monday. If you 
are a ‘senior parishioner’ 
you are particularly invited 
to our Christmas party at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall on 
Wednesday 14th. Please 
contact Teresa if you want 
a ticket. They are £3.50. 
It’ll be great to see you 
there.  

Next Sunday, I will be 
distributing the parish 
Christmas cards, which 
contain the Mass times and 
an invitation to come along 
to our parish Christmas 
celebrations around the 
parishes. Please think who 
you can invite this year! 

As we light the second 
candle on the Advent 
wreath today, we remem-
ber the witness of St John 
the Baptist. I want you to 
think about John the Bap-
tist a little. He was not the 
usual sort of rabbi that the 
people expected or experi-
enced in his day. He came 
in a new a radical way: his 
life in the desert and his 
clothes and food show that 
he embraced a life of pov-
erty, and his radical 
preaching show that he was 
not afraid to speak the 
truth forcefully. And peo-

ple flocked to him in re-
pentance. His martyrdom 
at the hands of King Herod 
show that his words had 
not pleased everyone who 
heard him. And yet, even 
Herod is afraid, because he 
knows in his heart that he 
comes from God. 

Today I will be preaching 
at all the Masses, about our 
Renovation initiative. I 
cannot hope to be as great 
a preacher as St John the 
Baptist, nor to have such 
an effect. However, I be-
lieve the change which has 
to come about in our par-
ishes is as radical as the 
change which St John the 
Baptist was preaching to 
the people of his day. I 
really hope that our parish-
ioners will be either en-
thused, or at the very least 
inquisitive, about what this 
might mean for the life of 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Nicholas of Myra 

270-343 
St Nicholas is one of the 
best known of the saints,  
being Santa Claus, who 
dominates the commercial 
run up to Christmas, as 
well as the hopes of chil-
dren. With St Nicholas it is 
often difficult to separate 
fact from legend. We 
know he was born in mod-
ern day Turkey. As a 
young man, he made a 

pilgrimage to Egypt. When 
he returned he was made 
Bishop of Myra, and was 
imprisoned during a perse-
cution of the Church. He 
was present at the Council 
of Nicea, which declared 
the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Nicholas was known as a 
secret gift giver to the 
poor, and it this that led to 
him being identified as the 
rotund bearded bringer of 
gifts to children. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 3rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 4th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Lacey 

Second Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Pat Holmes (SVP) 

Advent    1.00pm Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass John Broad 

Monday 5th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Birinus 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  10.15am   Requiem Mass Maureen Cooper RIP 

  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  

Tuesday 6th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Nicholas 9.15am    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (Mary & Roy) 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Pat & Stephen Holmes 

Wednesday 7th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Ambrose   12noon  Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Thursday 8th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In School) People of the Parishes 

IMMACULATE 6.00pm    Holy Mass Dec of Thompson family 

CONCEPTION       

Friday 9th   9.30am  Holy Mass John Rigby (SVP) 

Advent Feria 6.30pm    Holy Mass Beatrice Knapper 

Saturday 10th 10.30am    Holy Mass Dec of Child family 

Advent Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Bill Adams 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Dora Walsh 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Barbara Tabinor and Arnold Jones (PD & JC) 
St Joseph’s:  
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday eve-
nings from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries 
regarding baptisms, weddings or any 
other matter. No need to book an ap-
pointment.  
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PASTORAL 
Altar Consecration  Bishop 
McGough will consecrate the side 
chapel altar at English Martyrs’ on 
Saturday 21st January at 10.30am 
Mass. This would be a great oppor-
tunity for those who helped in the 
planning and with work to prepare 
for the Consecration of the Church to 
come together for a celebratory 
brunch after the Mass. More details 
later! 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
will be on Friday 9th December at 
2pm, 77 Liverpool Road. 

Pilgrimages 2017/2018 Pilgrimag-
es are wonderful experiences not just 
for your faith but also getting to 
know others in the parish. Fr Julian is 
planning various pilgrimage experi-
ences over the next two years. May-
be one of them would interest you?  
27th May to 2nd June 2017 St Mar-
garet Ward group and parish group 
to join the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes 
Early July 2017 Post A-level/
Universtiy age group pilgrimage to 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 
October half term 2017 Parish pil-

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Charlie James Leach who will be 
baptised today at St Patrick’s. 

Marriage 

Congratulations to Matthew O’Nions 
and Sandra Price who were married 
on Saturday at St Joseph’s. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Maureen Cooper. The Requi-
em Mass will be offered for the re-
pose of her soul on Monday 5th De-
cember at 10.15am at St Joseph’s 
followed by cremation at Bradwell. 

Also for the soul of Geoff Jackson. A 
funeral service to pray for the repose 
of his soul will take place at St Jo-
seph’s on Tuesday 13th December at 
1pm, followed by interment at Tun-
stall cemetery. 

Also for the soul of Maureen Ann 
Sayer, who died in Cornwall. The 
Requiem Mass was celebrated at St 
John’s on Saturday morning for the 
repose of her soul. 

Requiescant in pace 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

Everyone who is regularly at Sunday 
Mass in our parishes should have 
heard about the Church Renovation 
project now. It’s nothing to do with 
buildings. It’s all about renewing our 
parishes in faith and openness to 
building our people and new people 
up in faith. 

Forming a vision for our parishes 

The next step is to formulate a vision 
for what we would like our parishes 
to look like. How do we envisage our 
parishes being in say 10 or 20 years 
time? It is then to see what steps we 
need to follow to get there. As a first 
step Fr Julian is inviting parishioners 
to get together to read Fr James Mal-
lon’s book, Divine Renovation, and to 

see what it says about changing the 
culture of our parishes to make us 
more outward looking. Those who 
came to the Alpha day have been 
invited to be part of three reading 
groups, to read and discuss the book, 
but these discussions are open to eve-
ryone from our parishes. The groups 
will meet as follows: Sunday 5pm at 
St Patrick’s; Tuesday at 10.30am at 
English Martyrs’; Wednesday 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s. They will 
begin the week beginning Sunday 4th 
December. If none of these suit you, 
why not start your own reading 
group? Fr Julian has extra copies of 
the book available this week! 

Developing Alpha 

Alpha is a key tool 
which can be used to 
invite people to come 
t o  a  p e r s o n a l 

knowledge of Jesus and a living faith. 
We will be looking at how to use this 
resource in our parishes. Some peo-
ple have already done the basic Alpha 
training. If you missed out, but 
would like to go to the information/
training day, then there is another 
one at St Chad’s in Birmingham on 
Saturday 18th February, 10.30am to 
3.30pm. If you wish to go see Fr Jul-
ian. For those who want to ‘do’ Al-
pha before we start our own, it will 
be running at St Thomas More Cath-
olic Academy in Longton beginning 
on Wednesday 11th January at 
4.30pm.  For more information on 
this, please see Fr Julian. 

Keep praying! 

Please keep the yellow prayer card 
with you and say it each day for the 
renovation of our parishes. This is the 
most essential work that is required. 

grimage to Rome (joint with Tunstall 
& Burslem parishes) 
February half term 2018 Youth pil-
grimage to Rome. 
If you are interested in any of these 
pilgrimages, please see Fr Julian to 
express interest. More details as they 
become available. 

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty Everyone is invited to our annual 
Friendship Club Christmas Party 
which will take place on Wednesday 
14th December from 1pm to 4pm at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall. Tickets are 
available from St John’s Church or 
the Parish Office at £3.50. There will 
be a buffet, entertainment, and bin-
go. Come along for a great time. 

Pilgrimage Reunion There will be 
an opportunity for all who went on 
the parish pilgrimage to Spain & Fati-
ma to get together for a thanksgiving 
Mass on Friday 9th December at 
6.30pm at English Martyrs’ followed 
by a cheese and wine get together in 
the parish room. All pilgrims are 
invited together with other family 
members. 



Entrance Antiphon: O people of Sion, behold, the 
Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord 
will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of 
your heart.  
Response to the Psalm: In his days justice will flour-
ish, and peace till the moon fails. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Prepare a 
way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and all 
mankind shall see the salvation of God. [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Advent I Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Jerusalem, arise and stand on 
the heights, and behold the joy which comes to 
you from God. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

First Sunday of Advent (A)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 27          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Collections for last week will be pub-
lished in next week’s bulletin. 

Second Collections: The collec-
tion will be for Poor Parishes. Next 
week will be the Father Hudson’s 
Care collection. 

SVP Raffle Goldenhill SVP will be 
selling raffle tickets on the 4th and 
11th December. All proceeds will go 
toward SVP funds. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club This week’s winners will be 
published in next week’s bulletin. 
Numbers are always available to new 
members.  

St Patrick’s Christmas Hamper 
Raffle tickets are now on sale for the 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 3:1-12 

"The kingdom of heaven is at hand," John proclaims. And the Liturgy 
today paints us a vivid portrait of our new king and the shape of the 
kingdom He has come to bring. The Lord whom John prepares the 
way for in today's Gospel is the righteous king prophesied in today's 
First Reading and Psalm. He is the king's son, the son of David—a 
shoot from the root of Jesse, David's father. He will be the Messiah, 
anointed with the Holy Spirit, endowed with the seven gifts of the 
Spirit—wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, piety 
and fear of the Lord. He will rule with justice, saving the poor from 
the ruthless and wicked. His rule will be not only over Israel—but 
will extend from sea to sea, to the ends of the earth. He will be a 
light, a signal to all nations. And they will seek Him and pay Him 
homage. This is the Lord Jesus whom we await in this season of Ad-
vent and who makes us royal heirs of the kingdom of heaven, the 
Church. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

Prison Chaplaincy Vacancies 
HMP Dovegate (Uttoxeter) (20 

Christmas hamper after Mass on Sun-
day evening. £1 per strip of tickets. 
There are also some items that need 
to be provided still for the hampers. 
If you are able to supply these, then 
please sign up on the list at the back 
of Church. The draw will be after 
Mass on Sunday  11th December. 

Biddulph/Packmoor 125 Club If 
you would like to join the 125 Club 
or if you already have a number and 
would like another, there are 3 num-
bers available. If you would like to 
know who to speak to about joining, 
and having a weekly chance to win a 
prize, please ask Fr Julian.   

St Joseph’s & St John’s 200 Club 
All winners for this week will be 
published in next week’s bulletin. 

hours pw) and HMP Oakwood 
(North of Wolverhampton) (20 
hours pw) are seeking Catholic chap-
laincies. They are separate vacancies. 
Both have part time openings for 
chaplaincy work which are open to 
clergy and lay people. Both prisons 
are already served by a diocesan 
priest, so anybody is welcome to 
apply for these posts. For further 
details, please contact the National 
Catholic adviser for prisons at: Rog-
er.Reader@cbcew.org.uk  

parish prayer for  
renovation 

Loving Father, You so loved the 
world that you sent us your only Son, 

that we might believe in him and 
have eternal life.  

May we encounter Jesus Christ anew 
this day and live the Good News with 

joy.  
Though the power of the Holy Spirit, 
help us to “go out to the whole world 

and proclaim” our faith with confi-
dence.  

Give us the courage to witness to the 
Joy of the Gospel by our words and 

actions.  
Help our parish to become more 

welcoming and missionary, so that 
you may be known and loved by all 

people.  
We make this prayer through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
December 

That the scandal of child-soldiers may 
be eliminated the world over. 

That the peoples of Europe may re-
discover the beauty, goodness and 
truth of the Gospel which gives joy 
and hope to life. 


